
Table 5. Estimated Percentage of Total Cancer Deaths Attributable to established causes 
of Cancer (3) 
 
Risk Factor Percentage 
Tobacco  30 
Adult diet/obesity 30 
Sedentary lifestyle 5 
Occupational factors 5 
Family History of cancer 5 
Viruses/other biologic agents 5 
Perinatal factors/growth 5 
Reproductive factors 3 
Alcohol 3 
Socioeconomic status 3 
Environmental pollution 2 
Ionizing/ultraviolet radiation 2 
Prescription drugs/medical procedures 1 
Salt/other food additives/contaminants 1 
 


